


Macroscopic reporting:
It’s an essential step for the diagnostic process because it documents in 
writing the nature of the specimen under examination, describing:
• Number of sent probes and their dimensions
• Specimen’s shape and preservation modality
• Type of lesion
• Potential surgical incisions
• Samples’ orientation and potential special dying
It’s an informal report enclosed to the case digital folder

Take Home Message:
▪ A photographic support may be of 

help for the whole sample 
preparation, from accessioning to 
diagnosis

▪ The imaging system can be integrated 
within the macro routine, in an 
ergonomic way

▪ Images are evidences of the original 
samples so that operators may work 
in autonomy and legally protected

Photographic imaging:
Images are better than words because:
✓ Higher description accuracy
✓ Objective, direct reflexion of reality 
✓ Legal evidence
✓ Open to edits as additional text or drawings
Pictures help in decreasing potential errors during grossing

However images are in need of:
✓ Adequate working area and good illumination
✓ Adequate tools and Informatic support
✓ Trained personnel

Technicians play an active role in the macroscopic 
reporting phase, they support the doctor and take 
care of small biopsy samplings. However, technicians 
act in a grey legal context, and in the meantime we 
wait and hope for future regulations to address such 
gap, the acquisition of photo documentation aids 
also from a legal perspective.

Our Experience:
Vented work station, Milestone eGROSS pro-x with 
MacroPATH pro-x digital system, connected to (LIS)
➢ A case is keyed in either manually or with a bar 

code reader
➢ images, videos and audios are captured either via a 

touch screen PC or a foot pedal control, and saved 
into a database

➢ A variety of annotations are at disposal of the 
operator: ruler, arrows, grid, shapes and text

➢ Linear measurements
➢ Images are associated with the relative case in LIS
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Photographic Documentation Support Of The Macroscopical
Reporting In Anatomical Pathology:

Impact To Histotechs’ Role


